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. A plurality of slits Into which the projections are to be pressed are 

provWed to the frame. The projections of one metal panel are pressed into the slits. 
Corresponding projections of the outer metal panel are engaged with the projections of 

the other metdl panel. 

Claim 1 Is directed to a frame kit for an IC card and includes a frame, a first 
panel and a second panel. The frame is generally U-shaped and is fabricated from an 
injection molding material. The frame has an inner wall defining an internal space. 
Claim 1 recites that the first panel is fabricated from metal material and includes a L- 
shaped locking member having a hanging portion and a locking claw portion forming 
the L-5hape. blaim 1 further recites that the hanging portion and a rear segment of the 
locking claw portion are embedded and held in the frame to connect the first panel 
member to the frame. Claim 1 further recites that a front segment of the locking claw 
portion projects out from the inner wall and Into the internal space. Additionally, claim 1 
recites that the second panel is fabricated from metal material and has an engaging 
locking member having an engaging hole. Claim 1 also recites that the engaging hole 
is engageable with the front segment of the locking claw portion. 

It is respectfully submitted that the rejection is improper because the applied art 
fails to teach each element of claim 1. Specifically, the applied art fails to teach a 
generally U-^haped frame and a L-shaped locking member having a hanging portion 
and a locking claw portion with Thp hr i nginq portion finrl a fff fl r snqmpnt of thft Inokinq 
pnrfinn ^ m h^HH.H ^nri held in thP framff to connprt thp first nnnPl tn ThR frame . 
Further, the; applied art fails to teach s front Sftqmsnt of thP lonkinq olaw portion 
prfTjfrtin Q ^^i* fr n m P" '""'-^ ^^'^ '"^^ ^" '"^^'^na l spafie defined by an inner 
wall of the frame. 

The Office Action erroneously states on page 2. last line through page 3. line 4, 
that "the hanging portion and a near [rear] of a locking portion are embedded and held 
in the frame i(see figure 5) to connect the first panel to the frame (see figure 6), where a 
front engagement of the locking claw portion projection [projects] out from the linear [?]. 
where a front segment of the locking claw portion projects form [from] the inner wall and 
into the internal space (see figures 5-7)." It is respectfully submitted that none of these 
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figures in applied art teaches that a hanging portion and a rear segment of a locking 
claw portion a^e embedded and held in the frame to connect the first panel member to 
the frame noridoes any of these figures teach a front segment of the locking claw 
portion projecflng out from an inner wall of the frame into an internal space defined by 

an inner wall df the frame. 

For at Ibast these reasons, it is respectfully submitted that claim 1 is allowable 

over the applied art. 

Claim is is directed to a frame for an IC card. Like claim l, claim 25 recites a 
generally U-stiaped frame body (analogous to the generally U-shaped frame in claim 1) 
and a panel (analogous to the first panel in claim 1). The recited features in claim 25 
for the generally U-shaped frame body and the panel are Identical to the features 
recited in claim 1 and. thus, the arguments for allowability are identical to those recited 
above for claim 1. Thus, it is respectfully submitted that claim 25 is allowable for the 

reasons clairr* 1 is allowable. 

ClaimsU. 5. 7-10 and 21 depend from claim 1 and include all of the features of 
claim 1 . Claik 28-30 depend from claim 25 and include all of the features of claim 25. 
Thus, the dependent claims are allowable at least for the reasons the independent 
claims are allowable as well as for the features they recite. 

For Instance, claim 8 recites that the first panel is integrated with the frame in a 
state where an area where an erroneous insertion preventing key is formed. Claim 9 
recites that the second panel has a positioning member which is abutted against the 
inner wall ofjthe frame for positioning the second panel with respect to the frame. 
Claim 10 recites that the positioning member is an elastic positioning member. Claim 
21 recites thit the erroneous in search and key has a width that differs along an outer 
surface of t^e frame. Claim 30 recites an erroneous insertion preventing key for 
preventing tte IC card from being inserted in a wrong posture into an 10 card slot. For 
these additional reasons, the dependent claims are allowable over the applied art. 
Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims 11, 14, 15, 17-20 and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
unpatentable over Onoda. The rejection is respectfully traversed. 
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Claim lh is directed to an IC card that includes a frame, a first panel, a second 
panel and a circuit board assembly. The frame is fabricated from an injection molding 
material and Hias an inner wall defining an internal space for the IC card. Claim 1 
recites that th^ first panel is fabricated from metal material and has a L-shaped locking 
member. Claim 1 1 further recites that the locking member has a hanging portion and a 
locking claw p<)rtion forming the L-shape. Also, claim 11 recites that the hanging wall 
portion and alrear segment of the locking claw portion are embedded and held in the 
frame to conttect the first panel member to the frame. Further, claim 1 1 recites that a 
front segmentiof the locking claw portion projects into the internal space from the inner 
wall of the frame. Additionally, claim 1 1 recites that the second panel is fabricated from 
metal material and has an engaging locking member having an engaging hole. Also, 
claim 1 1 recites that the engaging hole is engageable with the front segment of the claw 
portion inside: the frame. Additionally, claim 11 recites that the engaging locking 
member incliides a guiding portion that extends obliquely toward the internal space. 
The circuit bckrd assembly is constmcted by mounting a connector on the circuit board 
with the circuit board assembly being contained between the first panel and a second 
panel. 

It is respectfully submitted that the rejection is improper because the applied art 
fails to teachlor suggest the features of claim 11. Specifically, the applied art fails to 
teach a first panel having a L-shaped locking member that has a hanging portion and a 
locking claw ifortion forming the L-shape with thp hanqino portinn nnd a rear ^Rnment of 
t^. inri^inn Ji^ w p f if^'- ^^^'^H <^mh^HHPd ?.nd held ip thp frrimft to connftHt the fir st 
p.noi tha lr«me . Further, the applied art fails to teach aJront '^pgmfint of thft Inc^kinq 
How portion ^roiP ntinq '"tpm^i f^nsre from thp inner wFill of thff frame . Thus, 

one of ordinary skill in the art would not be motivated to modify the features of the 
applied art l^ecause the applied art is devoid these features. Therefore, claim 1 1 is 

allowable ov4r the applied art. 

Claims 14, 15, 17-20, 22 and 24 depend from claim 11 and include all of the 
features of claim 1 1 . Claim 23 depends from claim 1 and includes all of the features of 
claim 1 . Thus, the dependent claims are allowable at least for the reasons claim 1 1 is 
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allowable as w|bII as for the features they recite. 

For instknce, claim 18 recites an erroneous insertion preventing key. Claim 19 
recites that the second panel has a positioning member which is abutted against the 
inner wall of the frame for positioning the second panel with respect to the frame. 
Claim 20 recites that positioning member is an elastic positioning member which Is 
elastically abked against the inner wall of the frame. Claim 22 recites that the 
erroneous insertion key has a width that differs along an outer surface of frame. Claim 
24 recites thkt an engaging locking member includes a guiding portion disposed 
forwardly of the engaging hole and guides the engaging hole towards the front segment 
of the locking claw portion. For these additional reasons, the dependent claims are 
allowable ovef the applied art. 

Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Claims! 2. 12 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as unpatentable over 
Onoda in vie^i^ of Cox et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6.191,950). The rejection is respectfully 
traversed. 

cox tdaches a snap-together printed circuit card cover with an integral card 
support. 

Claim 2 depends from claim 1 and includes all of the features of claim 1 . Claims 
12 depends Ifrom claim 11 and includes all of the features of claim 11. Claim 26 
depends frorti claim 25 and includes all of the features of claim 25. For at least the 
reasons the independent claims are allowable, it is respectfully submitted that the 
dependent clkims are also allowable as well as for the features they recite. 

Withdkwal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

Newly^added claim 31 also includes features not shown or suggested in the 
applied art. ; 

In vidw of the foregoing, reconsideration of the application and allowance of the 
pending clai'ms are respectfully requested. Should the Examiner believe anything 
further Is desirable in order to place the application in even better condition for 
allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact Applicants' representative at the telephone 
number listed below. 
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Shouldiadditional fees be necessary in connection with the filing of this paper or 
if a Petition for Extension of Time is required for timely acceptance of the same, the 
Commissioner Is hereby authorized to charge Deposit Account No. 18-0013 for any 
such fees and Applicant(s) hereby petition for such extension of time. 



Date: Decenriber 1 2, 2002 



Respectfully subrnijted, 



By: 




;chatri<qwltch 
slo. 29.21 1 



Reg. No. 29, 



RADER. FIS^MAN & QRAUER PLLC 

1233 20 Street, N.W. Suite 501 
Washington. b.C. 20036 
Tel: (202) 955-3750 
Fax: (202) 955-3751 
Customer n4 23353 

Enclosure(s);i Appendix I (Marked-Up Version of Amended Claims) 

Petition for Extension of Time (one month) 
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(MARKED-UP VERSION OF AMENDED CLAIMS) 

1 . (Four Times Amended) A frame kit for an IC card, comprising: 

a generally U-shaped frame fabricated from an injection molding material 

and having art inner wall defining an internal spaca; 

a first panel fabricated from metal material and including a L-shaped 

locking memtier having a hanging portion and a locking claw portion with the hanging 

portion and ajrear segment of the locking claw portion embedded and held in the frame 

to connect the first panel to the frame, where a front segment of the locking claw portion 

projects out from the inner wall and into the intemal space; and 

:a second panel fabricated from metal material and having an engaging 

locking member having an engaging hole which is engageable with the front segment of 

the locking claw portion to connect the second panel to the frame. 
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